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Many of our changes are simply emphasis on the current National Federation rules.  Some of our changes have to do with size of competition in Texas which creates problems the National Federation does not address.   Other changes are not really changes, but they are setting consistent statewide policies addressing items the National Federation has left up to the “Games Committee” to decide.  We need to publish these for all the coaches, meet directors and officials and make them policy for schools, the districts, the regional, and state meet officials and directors.  We cannot allow a referee at any level to rule against them because they do not agree with them or because they are not listed in the National Federation rule book.  These policies have been developed by and in cooperation with the Texas UIL Athletic Director and will be distributed to Texas schools for compliance purposes.  If anyone would like an extra copy of these differences with explanations please email Bart Bradshaw at bbradsha@spc.cc.tx.us or call the UIL office.
Thanks; 
Bart Bradshaw                    
We must break ties to determine advancers and clear alternates from district to regional to state.





We must have the time the results are announced so we know how long to wait and allow for appeals





Advancement should be consistent state-wide.





Athletes need to know handoff procedure is going to be consistent from meet to meet.  This will clean up the spills and confusion in the exchange zones at every meet.





 This eliminates the need for jump offs in most cases.





It is impossible to break ties in the LJ, TJ, SP and Discus unless you measure every throw.





A jury must be established, because every coach and athlete deserves an appeal process.





All track & field meets need to be run under the same guidelines.  Each coach and athlete needs to know what is illegal and unacceptable at a Texas Interscholastic Meet.





We must allow the F.A.T. operators to recall a start if there is a timing malfunction, so times are equally compatible for advancement with other F.A.T. heats.





To insure the athletes are given race instructions.





All changes made at the start line must be also changed with the meet management computer and the photo finish timing system.





Point of emphasis.  Many meets do not round up manual times.  They report them to the Regional or State director like they are F.A.T.





All competition should take place in as similar weather conditions as possible to insure a fair determination of the winner.











Most meets do not have an implement inspector or weights and measure official





Emphasis on uniform rule UNDERGARMETS UNDER  SHORTS MAY BE MULTICOLORED ONLY IF A BODY SUIT IS WORN UNDER THE SHORTS TEAM MUST STILL MATCH IF MORE THAN ONE WEARS UNDERGARMENTS FOR RELAYS & CC





Define “In Competition” and out of competition





We need to have a standard procedure for creating heats in the prelims at Regional and State.  Each round after the prelims at district are a qualifying round and should be seeded by place first and time second.  The progression after district in all competition is simply a continuation of the playoffs on a different day and at a different place.





Starting commands need to be consistent and followed, so each athlete is familiar with the procedure.  The proper hand signals should be used as well, so hearing impaired athletes are able to know the start command sequence.





We must keep the area clear, so the photo of the finish is not compromised and it will be a much safer place for the athletes.





We need to have a standard procedure for executing hand offs for each and every relay in order to eliminate the exchange violations and possible interference which lead to D.Q.s.





Emphasis since the NCAA allows the kicking over of hurdles.


Consistency for finals in every event at every meet





This allows every athlete to compete under the same weather conditions.


District, regional and state competitions should be identical. 


The NF rule requires the official to rule the throw good 


then change their call. 





ALL SECTORS WILL BE 34.92 DEGREES RULE CHANGE FOR SHOT & DISCUS








National Federation does not break ties for any places except first.  We must break them for any qualifying place and a clear alternate, so we decided we have to take the points with the places if a tie breaker of any kind is used.





Safety must be a major concern at all times.





Athletes competing in flights need to get used to the time involved for competition.  Flights of eight or more helps the athletes prepare for district, regional and state, since the numbers that qualify are in multiples of eight.





Emphasis on the new standard settings














